






Another  CASTLE  BUILDER  CASTLE  BUILDER  was  a
Canadian system and the version described in  MCS is fairly well
known.  Its  date  isn't  certain  but  it  was  most  likely  introduced
towards the end of WW1, see 16/458. The Illustrated Parts from a
manual are shown in Fig.2 and a number of them, including the
Pulleys, Gears, Sprockets, & Brackets, look like AMERICAN MODEL
BUILDER. On the other hand the Perforated Plates & flat Sector
Plate resemble the first version of the American MODELIT, and as
with the latter,  suitable lengths of  A/Gs were provided to allow
bolt-on flanges (see 8/186). It isn't known if any of these
parts were bought in, or merely copied.

But  there  was another  version  of  CASTLE  BUILDER  which  I
didn't  know about until  recently.
Kendrick  Bisset  has  kindly  sent
scans of the key pages of his in-
complete manual, and Jean-Pierre
Guibert has kindly agreed to my
using the illustrations of this new
version  that  are  in  his  Encyclo-
pédie.  The  parts  are  shown  in
Fig.3, and are listed in Fig.7. It is
reasonable to think that this was
a later version because there are
more parts in it, suffix 'a' PNs are
used,  and  the  prices  of  parts
common  to  both  versions  are
higher.  As an example the price
of  25h  A/Gs  rose  from 30c  per
½-doz  to  40c  (Version  1  prices
from MCS).

The PARTS  The 'AMB' Brack-
ets remain but the Wheel #57; all
the  Pulleys  except  the  Loose
Pulleys #13a & 14a; the Gears &
Sprockets; & the Shafting Hanger
now  look  identical  to  the  cast
parts in STRUCTO (see 15/424).
STRUCTO Axles were grooved but
their lengths don't correspond to
CASTLE BUILDER's.  (I  wonder  if
these  'STRUCTO'  parts  were
bought  from  Structo  when  it
ceased making STRUCTO sets in
1919 – it was noted in 30/876A
that  Meccano  acquired  certain
STRUCTO strip parts at the time.)

The  earlier  'MODELIT'  Plates
are retained, also the A/Gs used
with  them,  though  the  Plates'
corners are now shown rounded.

The  main  new  parts  are  the
Plates #64-67, the Architrave, the
Trunnions,  &  the Latticed Girder
parts #60-62. Details of the 6 &
12" Girders were given in 17/475
& 20/567 (as Mystery Parts 32).
The end holes are at 5½ & 11½"
centres; the end pairs of holes at
5⁄16"  pitch;  the  rows  of  holes
along  the  top  &  bottom  are  at
1.0"  pitch,  &  at  9⁄16"  centres
across.  The  Extension  #62  was
Mystery Part 41, see 20/567. The
Architrave & Trunnions were also
found in Canada with the Latticed
parts.  The latter  seem to  be an
original  design;  the  Architrave,  apart  from  its  rounded  corners,
looks similar to the PRIMUS part.

The SETS in Version 1 were progressive from 0 to 7 with linking
sets 0A-6A. All the parts in Fig.2 were included and the No.7 was

quite large with 12x 25h A/G, 30x 25h Strips, 15 Gears,
250 N&B, 13 Plates with enough A/Gs to add flanges to
all, and a Motor. (For reference the Version 1 Contents
are given at the end.)

The Version 2 Contents in Figs.8 differ in several ways.
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They  contained  64  different
parts  against  56  but  not  all
the new parts were included.
Sets 0 & A were not progres-
sive: sets AA & AAA together
gave a  No.1.  The  sets  were
generally smaller than before:
the No.1 had 55 parts plus 26
N&B against 61+30; the No.6
365+170  against  388+200.
There was no No.7 (474+250
before),  nor  a  Motor  in  the
No.4. All the sets from the AA
upwards  contained  the  Latt-
iced  Girders  but  at  the
expense  of  fewer  Strips  &

A/Gs.  Their  usefulness  in  the
smaller sets is doubtful.
   The Manuals  Fig.1 is the
Encyclopédie front
cover  &  Kendrick's
is  identical  except
that to the right of
the  boy's  neck  is
INSTRUCTION  BOOK
No.1.  To  hand  the

Version 1 equivalent of the latter and from Kendrick's 8
remaining  pages the two are  very similar.  They  both
have 16 pages, 10½*6½", plus covers, and their front
covers are identical. All the models are carried forward
with the same illustrations – they are quite simple and
do not contain any parts that would have necessitated a
change. None of course include the Latticed Girder. But
by having the Illustrated Parts & Parts List on one page,
p15  is  spare  and  is  used  to  introduce  the  CASTLE
BUILDER  GIRDER.  Under  the Fig.4 photo (of  4 Girders
making an ERECTOR-style box girder) it is said to be the
only girder that will fit every other steel Builder set, and
that  the  holes  along  each  side  are  a  feature  which
allows  endless  opportunities  for  construction  not
possible in other Builders. No mention of the box girder
(patented by ACG).  Also  shown  are  two  mechanisms
which use some of the new parts (Figs.5 & 6) with no
text other than their titles. The Clutch has 2 Contrates,
presumably  operated by the vertical  Strip.  A  Contrate
can also be seen at the end of the steering column of
the centre-pivot Steering but not what it engages with.

Version 1 Contents The quantities of parts are given
for Sets 0-7 but without any initial zero values. Part #1 4,8,8,
10,12. #2 2,2,2,4,4,4,6,8. #3 4,4,8,8,8. #4 2,4,4,6,8,8,10. #5
2,6,12,12,18,24,30.  #6  2,4,6,8,18,18.  #7  2,4,6,12,18,24,30,
36. #8 2,4,6,6,6,12,18. #9 2,4,6,6,12,12,18. #10 10,10,10,20,
20,30,40,50. #11 2,4,6,6,12,12,18. #12 2,4,5,5,5,6. #13 4,4,
4,4,4,4,5,6.  #14 1,1,1,3,3,4,4.  #15 1,1,1,2,2,4,4.  #16 4,8,8.
#17 1,1. #18 1,1. #19 1,2,2,2. #20 1,2,2,2. #21 1,2,2,2. #22
1,3,4,5,6.  #23 1,1,1,1.  #24 4,6,6,8,10,15,20.  #25 18,30,45,
72,100,150,200,250.  #26  1,2,3,4.  #27  8,12,12,24,36,48,60,
72. #28 1,2,4,6,8. #29 2,2,4. #30 1,2,2,2,3,4. #31 1,2,2,2,2,
3,4.  #32  1,1,1,2,2,2,2.  #33  1,1,1.  #34  1,1,1,1,1,1,1,1.  #35
2,4. #36 1,2,2,2,3. #37 1,1,1,1,1,1,1. #38 1,1. #39 2,2,4,4,4.
#40 1,1,1,2,2,2,3,4. #41 1,2,2,3,4,4,5.  #42 1,1,1,1,2,2. #43
1,1,1,2,2,3,4. #44 1,2,2,2,2,2,3. #45 1,2,2,2. #46 2,3,3. #47
1,1,3,3.  #48  1,2,2,3,4.  #49  2,4,4,5,6.  #50  2,2,2,3,4,4,6,6.
#51 1,2,3,3,3,4. #52 2,2,3,4,4,6,6. #53 4,4,4,8,8,8. #54 1,1,
2,3,4,4,5. #55 1,1,1,1. #56 Sht.,A,B,B,B,B,B,B.
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